For the past several years, we have witnessed the introduction of previously unknown diseases now referred to as "emerging infections" (EI). The number of EI or reemerging EI is large and continues to grow each year. In the winter of 2002 and early spring of 2003, a multicountry outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) was being reported to public health officials and the World Health Organization. In April 2004, approximately 8000 cases from 16 countries had been reported to the World Health Organization with a case fatality rate of 4% or higher. However, we must look back to late 2002 in southern China for what appeared to be the initial cases of SARS in small animals and ultimately humans. The reports emanating from these human cases in China and neighboring countries with subsequent carriage to the US prompted the Institute of Medicine to organize a 2-day workshop consisting of 23 national and international experts in public health or infectious diseases. The workshop was named "Forum on Microbial Threats", which subsequently gave rise to the publication under review.

This book starts out with a 29-page "Summary and Assessment" followed by 5 extended sections and 6 appendices. The main body of the book consists of 5 segments, each of which contains several segments or chapters.

The 1st segment is "SARS: Emergence, Detection, and Response", with 6 chapters on detection, preparation for the future, international collaboration, isolation, quarantine, and combating future outbreaks. The 2nd segment deals with political influences and economic impacts of SARS on a global basis, again with 3 chapters delving into more detail. The 3rd segment covers in adequate detail the microbiology, ecology, and natural history of coronaviruses, the etiologic agent of SARS. The 4th segment is devoted to the diagnosis, therapy, and other control measures for SARS. The 5th segment is "Preparing for the Next Disease Outbreak", with chapters dealing with response strategy, information exchanges, lessons from a new disease, and a comparison with pandemic influenza.

Following the formal text, there are 6 appendices, which is unusual, but a valuable addition to the text. Appendix A consists of the complete program of the 2-day workshop on SARS that ultimately led to this publication. Appendices B and C are earlier published documents dealing with guidance on identification of SARS cases and surveillance clinical and laboratory tests and reporting (reproduced with permission of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention). Appendix D consists of a rather extensive bibliography of SARS publications arranged by major subject topic. Appendices E and F contain a glossary and biographies of all individuals who participated in the development and presenters at the workshop. This book is unusual in its organization and presentation, but it clearly represents the state of the art at the time of publication and is highly recommended.
